iv             HIS ULSTER ADMINISTRATION             5*

as unassailable precedents.    The Protestants began to
feel the colony had got a new start in life.

Nor in the duties of judge and governor did he relax
the unsleeping vigilance of the general. Time after time
O'Neill attempted a raid, but it was only to fall into the
midst of a force that scattered his troops like chaff; and
when he succeeded in regaining the desolate fastnesses
from which he had Issued, It was but to hear how Monk's
soldiers had swept down In his absence on some distant
spot and carried off a precious booty of cattle and pro-
vender. For honest practical George was far too much
of a soldier not to know the value of spies, and he used
them unscrupulously. O'Neill could not move hand or
foot before an iron grip was on him. Splendid soldiei*
as he was he had met his match, and never could he get
within striking distance of his enemy's magazines.

Nor was this all. For while the Irish were kept at a
distance in a state of starvation the English soldiers were
digging pay and provision out of the desolation, where
once the wretched partisans of O'Neill had had their
homes. And so by a happy combination of the patient
Industry of the ploughman and the daring activity of the
mosstrooper Monk made the war support itself, a thing
as strange as*it was palatable to the authorities at home;
and while he thus delighted his masters he no less attached
his troops to him by his judicious distribution of loot, as
well as by keeping an open house to which every officer
had at all times a hearty welcome. His maxim was to
" mingle love with the severity of his discipline," believing
that " they that cannot be Induced to servo for love will
never be forced to serve for fear."

But troubles were at hand.    The province was no bedeld."re was
